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Vol. XVIII May 15, 1950 No. 10 
JUVER ILE SUPPLERERT 
PICTURE STORY BOOKS 
Little Golden Books Simon & Schuster 
| each $.25 
Bedford, Annie North THE JOLLY BARNYARD ill'd by Tibor Gergely 
Crowninshield, Ethel SURPRISE FOR SALLY illL'd by Gorinne Malvern 


* Disney, Walt ONCE UPON A WINTERTIME adapted by Tom Oreb 


Animal identification is easy and fun with the brilliantly colored, lively pic- 
tures of barnyard animals and the bouncy rhyming text all about the birthday of Farmer 
Brown and the presents his animals gave him...SURPRISE FOR SALLY contains cheerful little 
stories about young people (all girls) and nice surprises - presents and pets- with short 
songs and accompanying music and even a poem. Could double for second year reading... 
Stunning illustrations from the Disney Melody Time enliven the rhymed tale of 4 gay sleigh 


ride and near disaster on the ice for Jenny and Joe. 
BOOKS TQ READ ALOUD 


Golden Story Books Simon & Schuster 
each $.25 


* Jackson, Kathryn and Byron THE CAT WHO WENT TO SEA ill. by Aurelius Battaglia 


THE MERRY PIPER: 70 FAVORITE POEMS ill. by Harlow 
Rockwell 


In spite of the weak-kneed color and the inferior paper, these two Golden Story 
Books are outstanding in content and in the case of THE CAT WHO WENT TO SEA, well-designed 
and wittily illustrated. Sly "whoppers" with a touch of nonsense, the collection of four 
cat stories and one rhyme has a freshness of language and wackiness of situation that is 
sure to delight. THE MERRY PIPER is an excellent collection of familiar verse ranging 
from Carroll, Stevenson and Rosetti to Margaret Wise Brown, de la Mare and Sandburg. (Publ.) 


EASY READING 


Houghton, Mifflin 


Tousey, Sanford 
A PONY FOR THE BOYS $1.75 


This explicit little fable is not quite of this century in subtlety, but might be 
used for second or third year reading, as it has large type and simple words. Peter was an 
energetic boy who went about projects of hen house building and chicken reising with ‘tip-toe 
eagerness, but whining Oliver, the same age, retorted "I can't" to Peter's propositions for 
joint endeavors. Reward in the form of money and a pony comes to both boys when Peter the 
Active helps Oliver see the light. Cereal box illustrations. (Publ.) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN ~ Fiction 


Bialk, Elisa Houghton, Mifflin 
RIDE 'EM PEGGY! $2.25 


* The pre-adolescent, female brand of "horse-itis" and its cure is given sympathetic 
and amusing treatment in this delightful family story. Eleven-year-old Peggy, attending 
school, dances and family meals in the flesh is yet at one in the spirit with horses- the 
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trails, stables and ranch. Neither pleas, nor a wonderful ranch summer in Colorado, can 
shake Peggy from her day dreams of the winter riding school which she had attended relig- 
iously, and the horse she was certain her father (in average circumstances) would be de- 
lighted to buy for her. Finally a little psychology does the trick, and Peggy happily re- 
turns, unscathed, to buttons and bows. Understanding parents and a nine-year-old brother 
(portrayed as a potential adult rather than as the usual "brat" caricature) aid in the 
transformation. No overtones of maladjustment here - rather a charming yarn about the 
“craze" phenomena which should ring the bell with this age group. Good fun. Horsy illus- 
trations by Paul Brown, good when he sticks to his specialty; bad on the humans. (Publ.) 


Thomas, David- £d. Lantern Press 
YOUNG READERS SPORTS STORIES $2.50 


Another likeable selection,- for the pre-teen group (a new series)- from stories 
by this publisher's roster of writers for boys' magazines. The sports yarns here, covering 
baseball, football, sailing, fishing, soapbox derby, and basketball are brief, easy to read 
and couched in the manly jargon of the seventh and eighth grades. Well-developed, enter- 
taining stories and plenty of sports detail. Here is ideal summer reading. (Publ.) 


Hoff, Carol | Wilcox & Follett 
JOHNNY TEXAS $2.75 


** A warm and appealing family story set in the Texas of 1834-6, this first winner 
of the Charles W. Follett Award is a distinguished book. Reminiscent in tone and situation 
to The Yearling, the interplay of personalities within a small family is leavened to an 
action perspective for young people. Ten-year-old Johann, dubbed "Johnny Texas" by a na- 
tive Texan, loved tenderly and deeply by his vigorous, idealistic father and his sensitive, 
lonely mother whom he loves, but does not quite understand, comes to Texas with his family 
from Leipzig, Germany. Joyfully exploring the wonderful wilds of the Western plains, 
Johnny discovers a close companionship with his father, a deeper appreciation of the pride 
and fragile gentleness of his city-bred mother, and the free spirit of the new country. 
Working on the farm gives Johnny a sense of adult responsibility, especially enhanced by 
the arrival of a baby sister, and the war which sends his father to join Houston on the 
Mexican border, while his mother, the baby and he himself are forced to flee the battle 
areas when his father is believed lost. At the close Johnny feels at one with his family 
and belonging to the New World. Handsome sketches in black and white by Bob Meyers vital- 
ize this fine book. (Publ.) ; | 


Jackson, Caary Wilcox & Follett 
SHORTY MAKES FIRST TEAM $2.00 


Although this story of basketball and character building for the junior high 
group has an admirable moral purpose, the pedagogical sentiments contained herein are a bit 
too solid for junior consumption. Danny Cleary, fiery little seventh grader with a chip on 
his shoulder because of his lack of height and resentment against the "right" side of the 
tracks, finds many obstacles - most of them the result of prejudice on his part - on the 
road to being a member of the basketball squad. Coach Ryber and the sententious math tea- 
cher help Danny understand the value of hard work, sportsmanship and teamwork. A wide 
representation of races and creeds in the city school and a projected seventh grade earnest- 
ness and enthusiasm give a sense of reality. However, the amazingly precocious vocabulary 
of the youngsters and the teachers, who grind out sentiments like linked sausages, are 
distinctly unreal. Drawings by Kevin Royt. (Publ.) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN - Non-fiction 


Foster, Constance J. Medill, McBride 
THE STORY OF MONEY $2.50 


* A lucid, beautifully handled, and entertaining approach to some elements of econ- 
omics. Accompanied by sprightly cartoons by the creator of Barnaby, Crockett Johnson, the 
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text investigates the history, character, and present problems of money as a symbol of ex- 
change. Always relating the illusive concepts to the child's own experience with money, 
the author packs a tremendous amount of information in these pages - how money developed, 
what itis andisn't, “funny money" used in the ancient world, in different parts of the 
world and early America, how coins are made, kinds of paper money, banks and bank money, 
investments, taxes, famous "money men", some odd notes about coin collections and even a 
rudimentary section about post-war economic problems involving the Bretton Woods Agreement 
and Marshall Plan. This is not a textbook in spite of the amount of material covered. The 
presentation is informal, idiomatic and interesting. Liberally illustrated with cartoons 
and photographs of coins, this is a handsome, valuable book. (Publ.) 


Manning-Sanders, Ruth Medill, McBride 
SWAN OF DENMARK: Zhe Story of Hans Andersen $2.50 


The story of the beloved story teller, concentrating on the miraculous, though 
painful, transformation of an ugly duckling of & peasant boy to a world famous figure and 
a friend of kings as well as the children all over the world, who read his fairy tales. By 
an English author, the biography is written in a vivid, pictorial style, well-suited to 
the rags-to-riches tale of an awkward, over-strung lad from the village of Odense, Denmark, 
where he was born in 1805. After the death of his poor father, and against the better 
judgement of his washer-woman mother, Hans set out at fifteen for Copenhagen to fulfill the 
prophecy of a gypsy that "he will become a great man”. Determined to be an actor, this 
gentle, ugly boy endured starvation and mistreatment, along with the friendship of theatre 
men and poets who helped him to reach his goal. Discouraged, he finally turned to writing, 
was sent to school at the age of seventeen and at last reached the achievement and fame 
which the ByPS. , prophesied. Although there should be a word of warning about a description 
of an executi that is not for sensitive children, this is an absorbing, vigorous biogra- 
phy. Illustrations by Astrid Walford. (Publ.) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 
Barnes 


Meany, Tom 
BASEBALL'S GREATEST HITTERS $3.00 


Second in this author's series of Baseball Greats, this collection of brief bio- 
graphical sketches of twenty great sluggers since 1900, is tempting fare for idol-worship- 
pers. Although men unknown to the present generation are represented- Ty Cobb, Tris Speak- 
er, Eddie Collins etc. - recent and current diamond greats have their share of the plaudits 
- Joe DiMaggio, Ted Williams and Mel Ott and of course the Babe and Lou Gehrig. Better 
written and balanced than the usual fan-magazine quickie with “insides” on batting techni- 
ques as well as personal history. Illustrated with full page photographs. Reported also 
for adults in this issue. (Publ.) 


Williams, Lt. Col. Doubleday 
ELEPHANT BILL $3.00 

All about the elephants by a man who knows them. With the Bombay Trading Corpor- 
ation in 1920 the author has since worked with elephants in transporting teak and in the 
Army during the last war. In fascinating detail the history, nature and habits of these 
great beasts are covered - training, sicknesses, courting, babies, and their unusual in- 
telligence. There are also stories of riders, robbers, jungle life and the problems of 
elephant management. Gocd natural history and geographical material as well as an exciting 
reading experience after the visit of the circus. (Full report on P. 274). (7/6) 


Dravneek, Henry- Photographs & Captions by Holt 
WANNA BE A MODEL? Here’s How, by Pat Burrage $1.00 


Slick captions - wholly unnecessary - pace these trick clicks of a Miss Rheingold 
chick -- "0t a career book. The excellent photographs - straight and spoofing - of the 
glamorous Miss Burrage offer a number of views of the standard American Girl product. Drama 
coaches and gym teachers may awaken a spark by displaying some of the amusing "do's" and 
"don't's" of posture and expression - otherwise this is strictly picture magazine fare, al- 
though harmless. Reported here as well as in adult section because of current interest of 
upper teens in this so-called "career". (Publ.) 
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Urquhart, F. A. Holt 
INTRODUCING THE INSECT $5.00 f 


An introduction to the science of entomology for beginners, with collecting hints, 
brief descriptions of common insects, and instructions for using a simplified identifica- 
tion key formulated by the author. No attempt is made here to emphasize scientific nomen- 
clature, but the main orders are covered - grasshoppers, cockroaches, termites, lice, dragon- 
flies, net-winged insects, scorpion flies, butterflies and moths, beetles, ants, bees and 
wasps, flies and fleas, etc. Instructions for collecting, killing and mounting insects as 
well as some elementary general anatomy and information about life cycles should make this 
book valuable for schools and summer camps in the coming season. Four full-color plates 
and drawings by E.B.S. Logier, an index and bibliography are included. (Full report on 
P, 276) (Publ.) 


Peattie, Donald Culross & Houghton, Mifflin 
Noel A CUP OF SKY $2.50 


A group of essays done in collaboration by father and son recording “the common 
and lovely miracles of natural life", this is for all those who find pleasure in scienti- 
fic and contemplative observation of the natural world. A blend of fact and fancy, this 
is a truly appreciative insight into the outdoors - wind, fire, snow, sunlight, moon, the 
evening star, fireflies and bats, the hummingbird and birdsong, pollen and honey, ferns H 
and the spider's gossamer. Informative and inspiring. (Full report on P. 273). (6/29) 


Mack, Connie Winston 
MY 66 YEARS IN THE BIG LEAGUES $2.50 


Another by the Grand Old Man in the year of his proposed retirement, this time a 
rambling, gossipy account of his career in baseball. Chuck-full of boyhood reminiscences, 
tales of personal and club ups and downs, travels, star discoveries, press relations and 
personalities, the book also mentions the outlook for the future - for the "A's", college, 
high school and amateur baseball. There is a little amateur philosophy too, in an endear- 
ing passage in which Mr. Mack answers questions "from the ladies" covering smoking, drink- 
ing, the matter of ballplayers making good husbands, the secret of long life, immortality 
and good advice. For the fan and all admirers of a vigorous, almost legendary personality. 
Generously illustrated with photographs - old and new. Sure to make a hit. (Reported | 
also for adults in this issue). (Publ.) 


BOOKS FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Berner, Elsa & Sacra, Mabel- Ads. American Library Assn. 
A BASIC BOOK COLLECTION $1.75 
for Junior High Schools 


This is an essential tool for teachers in junior high schools where classroom 
libraries are used either as supplement to or substitute for a central school library. 
Valuable, too, for schools planning expansion of library beyond elementary school level,as 
@ minimum requirement, literally "basic" collection of approximately 650 titles..... An 
excellent list, selective, broad in scope, well balanced as to standard and modern inclu- 
sions. A careful analysis shows up some specific needs - inadequacies in such subjects as 
travel, collecting hobbies (such as stamps, rocks, etc.); a tendency to include rather 
surprisingly young material in the fiction lists; and of course, as in every list~- omis- 
sions that seem surprising at the level of personal interests. On the whole, however, this 
will stimulate interest and analysis of current collections. It should help in the diffi- 
cult weeding out process. It should provide a springboard for sound increase of collec- 
tions. The titles are annotated, classified by Dewey Decimal System, and cross indexing 
indicated. There's an index by title and subject matter at the back- again not wholly 
successful, but some judicious hunt and guess usually locates the title or subject desired. 
Pupils have worked with teachers and librarians in compiling this, which is partly re- 
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sponsible for the lively timeliness of the inclusions in the fields of contemporary in- 
terest, science, etc. About four pages are devoted to careful analysis of magazines for 


junior high. (Publ.) 


DuBois, Rachel Harper 
NEIGHBORS IN ACTION $3.60 


A report to teachers and parents on an experiment with junior high students in 
New York City to promote cultural democracy and tolerance through understanding and recog- 
nition of minority groups. Through a series of "Parrandas", arranged by parents and teach- 
ers together, the children learned different customs of the participating families- for ex- 
ample, dinner might be served at a Puerto Rican home with traditional dishes etc. followed 
by dessert in an Irish or Jewish home. A lesson in democracy under relaxed party condi- 
tions. A guide for similar projects, suggested group games and bibliographies of sociolog- 


ical material on cultural groups is included. (Full report on P. 274) (July 
e) 
STullan awn Harper 


Wilton, George 
$2.50 





HOW TO OVERCOME 


Of interest to the teacher of remedial speech and to the parent with a child 
who has a speech disorder is this book by a former member of the staff of the National 
Hospital for Speech Disorders. With the general tone of friendly, easy approach, the 
book emphasizes relaxation - explaining the nervous origin of speech difficulties, ad- 
vising a program for releasing tension, implanting confidence and poise, and easing in- 
troverting tendencies. Although actually a program of self-cure, the parent or teacher 
should find this investigation of the nature of speech defects helpful. (Full report on 
P. 276) (July?) 

3 


Hackett, Walter Plays, Inc. 
RADIO PLAYS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE | $2.75 


A group of outstanding adaptations of famous stories for radio, this collection 
of royalty-free plays should be invaluable to the drama, speech or literature class. From 
stories by Hawthorne, Dickens, Wilde, Stevenson, Alcott, Edward Everett Hale, Mark Twain, 
Irving, Cooper and Anatole France, the author has chosen incidents and situations well- 
suited to this concise, and condensed form. To radio-conditioned children, this presenta- 
tion of great literary material should have a natural appeal, and lure the child wary of 
exhibitionism involving appearance, toward dramatic expression. Tight, balanced con- 
struction, authentic radio phraseology, and the non-royalty policy make this a “must" for 
school and camp. Introduction by Norman Corwin. (Publ.) 














